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Their misery increased twofold 5

And then they did vituperate

The marquis who had caused this state.                               4,360

THEY DRINK TO  EXCESS AND REPENT

Within the host of God was sold

A thing called carobs,25 I am told.

Easy to get they were: the meat

Thereof was sweet and good to eat.

And many bought them who could pay

For a full measure one denier.

Many, with these and nuts, contrive

Somehow to keep themselves alive 5

But those who lay ill and supine

And who drank often of strong wine,                                       4,3 70

Of which supply was plentiful,

Grew bloat with wine and overfull,

Besides which they ate nothing save

The food their stomachs did not crave:

And so they died in squads, while those

Who exercised and shunned repose

Lived and regained their force a little,

But, since they had no sort of victual,

These men did much vituperate

The marquis who had caused this state.                                   4,3 so

AND EVEN THEY EAT FLESH   IN LENT

Hardship and famine were their lot
Before renewed supplies were brought:
There is no scourge like hunger's whip 5
And when the lack of bread doth grip
A man, then each day his distress
Increaseth as he eatheth less;
So during Lent they avidly
Ate flesh, committing sin thereby.
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5 Carobs are a kind of bean which were, and still are, one of the chief products of
Cyprus and which form an important part of the diet of the natives.